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4 Land Trusts

Total Impact: 146 Grantees
The power of re-granting. Through grants to eight different institutions in 2019, MCF was able to support 146 
different projects and/or organizations. The institutions shown in the middle increase their impact by re-granting to 
others, and then providing oversight and stewardship of those funds.

 

Contributions by region 
were similar to past years, 
with North America and 
Latin America dominating. 
As we gradually build out 
program work in Asia and 
Africa, these regions are 
being shown separately for 
the first time.



 

 

The Biodiversity Conservation 
program, including international 
giving, continues to be the pri-
mary focus of MCF with 76% of 
contributions.

Although the amount of funds 
contributed to each program is 
not even, the number of orga-
nizations supported is close. 
In 2019 MCF contributed to 
68 organizations, but the actu-
al number of grantees is much 
higher due to re-granting; see 
previous page.
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Updates from the Latin American Reserve Stewardship Initiative

In collaboration with our conservation partner, American Bird Conservancy, the Latin American Reserve Steward-
ship Initiative (LARSI) entered its fifth year in 2019 with $288,291 in grants awarded to 10 Latin American partners 
in eight countries. In addition, we funded a LARSI partner summit, which is described in more detail below. LARSI 
was established in 2015 by MCF and ABC to measurably improve the ability of non-profit conservation organiza-
tions to protect declining native birds and their habitats in perpetuity. This initiative’s goal is to provide operating 
and technical support to conservation organizations in the Latin American Bird Reserve Network (including the Ca-
ribbean) to help partners improve operating systems and implement standard business practices, to develop financial 
self-sufficiency through fundraising training and development of diverse income sources, and to manage reserves. 
In 2019 we funded organizations in Brazil, Bolivia, Peru, Colombia, Jamaica, Ecuador, Chile, and the Dominican 
Republic. Selected highlights from the 2019 round of LARSI grants include:

SAVE Brasil – Brazil: After several years of supporting SAVE’s work at their Serra do Urubu Reserve in far NE 
Brazil, we shifted tactics to help them achieve their goals in membership development and fieldtrips. As the BirdLife 
partner in Brazil, SAVE has a lot of ground to cover, but with headquarters in São Paulo they are also within the 
population center of the country, including many birders. Our support allowed them to organize birding outings, 
attend a booth at the Avistar Birdfair in São Paulo, and participate in a bird festival in Paraty, Rio de Janeiro State. 
These activities resulted in a steady stream of new members and membership renewals for the organization (see 
figure next page).

ECOAN – Peru: LARSI support to this partner enabled them to hire a Deputy Director, Adrian Torres. This has pro-
vided tremendous support to the Executive Director. Adrian has now visited all of the ECOAN project sites, created 
a matrix to sort information on current projects and a matrix to track financial reports, and he is currently preparing 
the organization’s annual report. Going forward, he will collaborate with another LARSI partner (Jocotoco) to im-
plement a cloud-based file sharing platform that will improve efficiency across the entire organization.

Picaflor de Arica – Chile: This is the smallest and youngest of the LARSI partners, with the goal of protecting the 
endangered and endemic Chilean Woodstar hummingbird. In addition to supporting the director and a part-time 
bookkeeper, our grant allowed Picaflor to create an annual workplan and improve administrative processes, and 
prepare and present a nest-protection project to the community following extensive nest-searches on private lands. 
Unfortunately, a flash flood destroyed 2,000 native plant seedlings being grown for reforestation, but Picaflor is 
recovering and through collaboration with a local university, a new batch of seedlings will be available for planting 
soon. 

Partner Summit – During April 22-25, ABC welcomed representatives from 17 Latin American NGOs to a con-
servation summit in northern Virginia titled “Strengthening the Conservation Value Chain”. The summit included 
current LARSI partners as well as other like-minded land conservation NGOs in Latin America. The main goal was 
to share ideas on how we can best collaborate to protect threatened species. This included sharing best practices on 
reserve management, fundraising, and non-profit administration. This kind of face-to-face opportunity is rare, and 
the participants were excited to hear first-hand from colleagues how each group was addressing similar challenges 
in their reserves, and how LARSI is helping them overcome those obstacles. The summit attendees have created a 
WhatsApp group and will keep in touch regularly to share new ideas and updates on projects.

 

Left: The Camarones Valley in the Atacama 
Desert, Chile. The valley bottom, the only green 
vegetation around, is the habitat for the endan-
gered Chilean Woodstar hummingbird.

Right: A “Wanted Poster” offering cash rewards 
for information about nests of the hummingbird/

Picaflor de Arica.

https://abcbirds.org/
http://savebrasil.org.br/
https://www.ecoanperu.org/indexeng.html
https://www.picaflordearica.org/es/


Above Left: The Partner Summit hosted by ABC in April 2019 brought together past, current, and potentially new 
LARSI partners. It was a tremendous opportunities to share best practices and troubleshoot challenges faced by 
land-conservation NGOs in Latin America.
Above Right: LARSI support helped the organization SAVE Brasil to increase their membership and get current 
members to renew. They have also launched a well-attended field trip program.

Stories from the Bay Area’s best nature magazine

While many nature magazines entice us with award-winning photos, and the publications of non-profits educate us 
about important issues, rarely do you find a top-notch magazine (in print) dedicated to celebrating the natural history 
of one region. But for naturalists in the San Francisco Bay Area, that publication is Bay Nature Magazine. Originally 
cofounded 20 years ago by David Loeb and Malcolm Margolin, Bay Nature connects the people of the San Francis-
co Bay Area to our natural world and motivates people to solve problems with nature in mind. With a beautiful and 
inviting design, Bay Nature introduces readers to unique natural phenomena, local trails and parks, and explores the 
natural history of this diverse region. Articles are accompanied by detailed and accurate maps, inviting the reader 
to quickly explore after reading. Even the advertisements are pleasing to the eye. And every year they host an event 
to honor local conservation heroes. But keeping a magazine in print in the digital age is not easy. To survive, Bay 
Nature depends on contributions to sponsor the production of articles, and in 2019 MCF sponsored two pieces that 
are consistent with our mission. 

                                                                               Left: John Robinson/Bay Nature

                                                                                

                                                                                       Right: The cover of Bay Nature
                                                                                          featuring Acorn Woodpeckers                                                                                         

The first, written by Jeremy Miller, was a story about John Robinson, a local bird watcher who grew up being the 
only African American birder he knew, or saw for that matter. With an unusual ear for bird calls and eagle eyes, Rob-
inson was tapped by experts at a young age who recognized his talent and helped him secure a career as a biologist 
and evolve into an inspiration for youth of color that want to start their own careers in conservation and nature-ori-
ented jobs. The second, written by Marissa Ortega-Welch, explores the intimate family relationships of Acorn Wood-
peckers at the Hastings Natural History Reservation in the Carmel Valley. Acorn Woodpeckers are cooperative breed-

https://baynature.org/


ers, living and breeding as family groups with related helpers. For more than 50 years, biologists have been studying 
these birds at Hastings, making it one of the longest-running bird studies in North America. By color-banding the 
different family groups at the reserve, scientists have been able to identify multi-generational family sagas and battles 
that would easily make for a fine soap opera, if only viewers could understand. To read the digital versions of these 
articles, see:

Bird Savant:https://baynature.org/article/bird-savant/

Acorn Woodpeckers in Five Acts: https://baynature.org/article/acorn-woodpeckers-in-five-acts/

Grantee Spotlight – The Jocotoco Foundation, Ecuador

Throughout the history of March Conservation Fund, no single organization has received more support than the Joco-
toco Foundation in Ecuador. Jocotoco was created in 1998 with the objective of protecting areas of critical importance 
for the conservation of endemic and threatened bird species in Ecuador that are not under the protection of the Na-
tional System of Protected Areas. Jocotoco achieves this goal by acquiring and managing land as biological reserves. 
The first reserve (Tapichalaca) was created to protect the Jocotoco Antpitta itself, which was only discovered as a new 
species to science in 1997. So far, the foundation has established a network of fourteen reserves, which together pro-
tect around 23,500 hectares. Although these reserves were created to protect the habitats of threatened birds, they also 
protect other threatened flora and fauna associated with these habitats.The Jocotoco reserves are home to more than 
900 species of birds, of which more than 50 are threatened or near-threatened with extinction on a global scale, and 
more than 100 species are regional endemics or species of restricted geographical distribution.

Above Left: Jocotoco staff viewing logging impacts on the edge of the Canande Reserve in 2012/Ivan Samuels   
Above Right: Volunteers at Ayampe Reserve with seaturtle protection signs/Jocotoco; Tapichalaca Reserve/I.Samuels

Since 2006, March Conservation Fund has donated over $1,450,000 to Jocotoco, and by the end of 2020 grants to Jo-
cotoco will exceed $1,600,000! These funds have been used for land purchase at their Narupa, Canandé, Tapichalaca, 
Buenaventura, and Chakana (Hacienda Antisanilla) reserves. MCF was the founding donor that started the Narupa 
Reserve in the Amazonian foothills, which is now almost 1,700 hectares. We have also supported general operating 
expenses for the foundation, covering everything from core salaries to stationary. And Jocotoco is a regular benefi-
ciary of the Latin American Reserve Stewardship Initiative (see this report) that MCF operates in collaboration with 
American Bird Conservancy. These capacity building grants have supported Jocotoco annually since 2015, allowing 
the organization to strengthen operations, improve financial controls and reporting, develop new communication 
tools, and promote staff training. In 2019 our land purchase support was used for the ongoing reserve expansion at 
the Canandé Reserve in the Chocó Ecoregion of NW Ecuador – see 2017 Impact Report for more information on 
Canandé. Special thanks again to our conservation partner Rainforest Trust for providing matching support for this 
land purchase through their SAVES Challenge.

https://baynature.org/article/bird-savant/
https://baynature.org/article/acorn-woodpeckers-in-five-acts/
https://www.jocotoco.org/wb#/EN/home
https://www.jocotoco.org/wb#/EN/home
https://www.jocotoco.org/wb#/EN/Narupa
https://www.jocotoco.org/wb#/EN/Narupa
https://www.jocotoco.org/wb#/EN/Canande
https://www.rainforesttrust.org/
https://www.rainforesttrust.org/donate/saves-challenge/


High schools around the state learn how forestry works

The Forestry Challenge is a competitive academic event for high school students in technical forestry and forest-
ry topics. Since 2003 the Forestry Challenge has been hosting events where students spend four days in the forest 
interacting with natural resource professionals to learn about the 
ecology and management of forest landscapes, often close to their 
own communities in California. During the challenge, they conduct 
a rigorous analysis of a current and relevant forestry topics and come 
away with a better understanding of the relationship of these forest-
ed environments to the communities where they live. They also are 
exposed to natural resource management as a possible career path 
and become informed citizens on issues such as wildland fire, insects, 
forest health, and timber harvest. In 2019, 403 students and 88 teach-
ers from 60 schools attended the four-day events (see photo insert of 
all the events). Winners from the regional events are then invited to a 
championship event in Tuolumne County in the Sierra Nevada moun-
tains. MCF has been a general supporter of the Forestry Challenge since 2014 to ensure that the next generation is 
able to make informed decisions about forest science and the management of California’s forested landscapes.

Tackling the ivory trade through the Elephant Crisis Fund

Poaching of African Elephants for their ivory tusks has long been a threat to the species, but the threat grew to a cri-
sis in 2013 when the price of ivory increased and the pace, scale, and sophistication of illegal ivory trafficking grew 
exponentially. International crime syndicates thrive on poverty and greed and skillfully exploit weak governance 
and corrupt officials to move ivory from African countries to buyers in Asia, especially China. These same criminal 
elements also smuggle guns, drugs, and a wide variety of other wildlife products. To address this crisis, the Elephant 
Crisis Fund (ECF) was formed as a joint initiative of Save The Elephants and the Wildlife Conservation Network, 
in partnership with the Leonardo DiCaprio Foundation to tackle the problem through three programmatic areas: 1) 
Stop the killing of Elephants, 2) Stop the trafficking of ivory, and 3) Stop ivory demand. No one approach on its 
own is sufficient, and no single organization working in one country can adequately address a crisis of this scale. To 
date, the ECF has raised over $25.9 million to support 283 projects with 78 partner organizations in 37 countries, 
with 100% of donated funds going directly towards actions to save elephants. Actions include new technology and 
more boots on the ground for anti-poaching patrols, satellite tracking of elephant populations, mitigation of hu-
man-elephant conflicts, support to law enforcement groups across Africa to identify, arrest, and prosecute traffickers, 
supporting cross-border intelligence sharing and operations, and engagement in mass-media campaigns to educate 
the public about the negative consequences of buying ivory. In 2019, MCF made its first contribution to the ECF.

The great “tusker” elephants like the one shown at 
right are now extremely rare anywhere in Africa. 
Their massive tusks that almost reach the ground 
are a major target for poachers, who sell ivory to 
organized crime syndicates that move the product 
from African nation states to Asian buyers, espe-
cially China/Ivan Samuels

http://forestrychallenge.org/
https://www.elephantcrisisfund.org/
https://www.elephantcrisisfund.org/
https://www.savetheelephants.org/
https://wildnet.org/


MCF partners with the Cornell Lab of Ornithology to help land trusts protect birds

In 2013, the Cornell Lab of Ornithology began a Land Trust Initiative to determine the best ways to maximize the 
mutual benefits that birds and land trusts can provide to each other. The Lab first conducted a nation-wide survey to 
better understand how land trusts are contributing to bird conservation now, and what land trusts need to successfully 
implement bird conservation on the lands they steward. The survey results helped the Lab develop four strategies to 
bridge the gap between land trusts and bird conservation goals in the US. These include 1) development of a web-
site with bird conservation resources, 2) the formation of land trust bird conservation collaboratives, 3) educational 
opportunities to teach land trusts how to use bird reporting tools like eBird, and 4) a land trust small grant program, 
which was started in 2017.

In 2019, MCF began a partnership with the Cornell Lab of Ornithology to help them scale up the small grant pro-
gram. In the first two years of the small grant program, the Lab was able to offer $5,000 grants, which helped land 
trusts develop innovative ways to monitor birds and engage in citizen science projects. MCF support allowed the 
lab to offer three $20,000 grants that would enable land trusts to conduct land management and habitat restoration 
work, with an emphasis on declining bird species. The Lab also continues to offer the $5,000 awards. We received 
an impressive number of high quality proposals, demonstrating both the demand for this kind of support, and the 
capacity for critical thinking in the land trust community. Demand was so high that the Lab was able to secure addi-
tional funds to offer a total of four awards at the $20,000 level. Congratulations to the following grant recipients (text 
courtesy of Sara Barker, Cornell Lab of Ornithology):

Center for Natural Lands Management (Washington/Oregon)

The Center for Natural Lands Management (CNLM) leads the Cascadia Prairie-Oak Partnership (CPOP), a cooper-
ative conservation project combining their expertise in land management, habitat restoration, and rare species re-
covery. A 1,600-acre conservation easement in Oregon’s Willamette 
Valley protects an actively grazed working lands property that con-
tains some of the area’s most sizable and intact prairie-habitats and 
is home to the region’s largest known population of Oregon Vesper 
Sparrow (OVSP), a species petitioned for listing under the Endan-
gered Species Act. “Done correctly, grazing replicates the natural 
disturbance process that historically created habitat conditions need-
ed by vespers.” says Gary Slater, CNLM’s Avian Conservation Pro-
gram Manager. Utilizing CPOP’s established infrastructure and with 
participation by the landowner, CNLM will conduct habitat manage-
ment and inform conservation partners and private landowners about 
the plight of the OVSP. They will implement a community outreach 
event to encourage participation in OVSP recovery and an on-site 
workshop to demonstrate successful management strategies, includ-
ing the effective use of grazing as a management tool. Monitoring, using point counts and eBird, will contribute to 
a time series of data instrumental in tracking changes in abundance and distribution to guide future management 
actions. Photo: Oregon Vesper Sparrow/Shutterstock.  

Conservation Foundation of the Gulf Coast (Florida)

The Conservation Foundation of the Gulf Coast (CFGC) is working in Southwest Florida to save the character and 
biodiversity of their coast, along which lies one of the nation’s rarest habitats, Florida scrub, and one of the world’s 
most charismatic and interesting birds, the Florida Scrub Jay. The centerpiece of Conservation Foundation’s work is 
the creation of the Myakka Island Conservation Corridor, a conserved landscape of more than 110,000 acres, es-
sential for the recovery of the endangered Florida panther as well as the Scrub Jay, and for protecting clean coastal 
water. Recently CFGC permanently protected 38 acres within the Myakka Island Conservation Corridor that contains 
13 acres of scrub habitat. In partnership with the Cornell Lab of Ornithology, CFGC will treat exotic grasses and per-

https://www.birds.cornell.edu/home/
https://www.birds.cornell.edu/landtrust/
https://www.birds.cornell.edu/landtrust/category/grant-directory/
https://www.cnlm.org/
https://conservationfoundation.com/


form mechanical fuel reduction and burns on this land to create 
Scrub Jay habitat within an essential dispersal area between two 
major jay populations. Trails will be created for public educa-
tion, monitoring opportunities, and recreation in order to build 
awareness and support for a 2020 land conservation referendum 
in Manatee County, which would establish a funding source for 
acquiring environmentally sensitive lands. Photo: Florida Scrub 
Jay/Shutterstock.

Mississippi Valley Conservancy (Wisconsin)

The Mississippi Valley Conservancy (MVC), along with 
project partners Valley Stewardship Network, the Kickapoo 
Valley Reserve, and the Wisconsin DNR are spearheading the Kickapoo Bird Habitat Initiative, a three-pronged 
approach of habitat management, data collection, and public education and outreach within the Kickapoo Valley – 
Wildcat Mountain Important Bird Area. This collaborative effort will build connectivity for bird species of greatest 
conservation need by using GIS to prioritize private land parcels, connecting private landowners with cost-sharing 
opportunities such as farm bill programs for habitat management implementation, performing different types of 
management in both forests and grasslands, and utilizing demonstration sites and workshops for landowners and 
conservation practitioners to showcase and teach management techniques. Bird surveys, using eBird, will be con-
ducted on both private and public lands to establish the baseline data needed to begin tracking the long-term impacts 
of habitat management on bird populations.

Southern Appalachian Highlands Conservancy (North Carolina)

The Southern Appalachian Highlands Conservancy (SAHC) and its partners restore and manage globally endangered 
habitats found in the Southern Appalachians, including Red Spruce – Fraser Fir “sky islands” and rapidly declining 
shortleaf pine habitats. The restoration of these habitats support some of the rarest species in their region, including 
Northern Saw-whet Owl, Carolina Flying Squirrel, Blackburnian Warbler, Red Crossbill, Brown-headed Nuthatch, 
and Northern Bobwhite. This project will actively manage these habitats as well as conduct pre and post-manage-
ment workshops to demonstrate the use of low cost, minimal impact forestry practices to restore declining conifer 
ecosystems in the Southern Appalachians for the benefit of multiple species of greatest conservation need. Point 
count surveys and eBird will be used to monitor and assess the avifauna and growth of these sites for at least three 
years post treatment. Through outreach and education, this project will serve as a teaching tool for private landown-
ers, federal and state agencies, and other NGOs across the region who are interested in the restoration of rare and 
declining conifer habitats. 

Hot off the Press: As this Impact Report was being written, Sara Barker (the Cornell Land Trust Bird Conservation 
Initiative Program Leader) published an article on this initiative in “Saving Land”, the quarterly magazine of the 
Land Trust Alliance. A digital copy of the article can be found here.

MCF supports protection of the Leuser Ecosystem in Sumatra, Indonesia

Working with our partner Global Conservation, MCF provided a grant to help patrol forests in the Leuser Ecosys-
tem, one of the last great wilderness areas left in Indonesia. Leuser is the only place left in Indonesia that still has 
viable populations of “the big 4”, i.e. Asian Elephant, Sumatran Tiger, Sumatran Orangutan, and Sumatran Rhinoc-
eros. The tropical forests of SE Asia and in particular those of Sumatra have witnessed devastating losses in recent 
years due to palm oil plantations in particular, and illegal clearing of protected forest to plant oil palms is a major 
problem in the Leuser Ecosystem. The grant will support the Indonesian conservation partner Forum Konservasi  
Leuser (FKL), an NGO with over 200 staff in 13 districts operating 26 wildlife protection teams around the mas-
sive 2.6 million ha Leuser Ecosystem to catch poachers and illegal loggers, dismantle snares, cut down illegally 
planted oil palms, and confiscate illegally cut timber and poached wildlife products. FKL is now also using drones 

https://www.mississippivalleyconservancy.org/
https://appalachian.org/
https://www.landtrustalliance.org/
https://www.landtrustalliance.org/news/3-billion-birds-gone
https://globalconservation.org/
https://www.internationalelephantproject.org/what-we-do/forum-konservasi-leuser/
https://www.internationalelephantproject.org/what-we-do/forum-konservasi-leuser/


to monitor for illegal activity that is more quickly 
detected from the air. The Leuser ecosystem has been 
receiving more attention in recent years because large 
tracts of intact lowland forest in Sumatra are all but 
gone. International attention is helping to turn the tide 
against illegal oil palm expansion and the multina-
tional corporations that source those products. MCF 
also provided continued support in 2019 to Global 
Conservation to protect Mirador National Park in 
Guatemala through their in-country partner FUN-
DAECO. Photo: FKL rangers/Jeff Morgan-Global 
Conservation.

MCF supports cash prize for filmmaker award

The San Francisco Green Film Festival is the city’s best 
opportunity to explore a diversity of both national and 
international environmental issues on the big screen. 
From the African savannah to the ice of Antarctica to 
the streets of San Francisco itself, the festival presents 

a diversity of films at theaters around the city, often with the filmmakers in attendance. In 2017 the festival created 
the Green Fire Award for the best San Francisco Bay Area Environmental Feature. The award recognizes the best of 
independent filmmaking in the SF Bay Area by honoring innovative storytelling and new perspectives on environ-
mental topics, and it includes a $2,500 cash prize. This year, MCF provided financial support for the prize and the 
festival, and the winner was “Artifishal” by director Josh “Bones” Mur-
phy. In the film, Murphy explores the threats facing wild salmon species 
from both fish hatcheries and fish farms, both lucrative industries that 
have made salmon available worldwide, but at a cost. On top of dams that 
block the movements of wild salmon, hatchery and farmed salmon threat-
en wild populations through interbreeding and the introduction of para-
sites and diseases. Murphy interviews communities and fishery managers 
up and down the Pacific coast to show the changes that have resulted 
from these industries. The film has been getting lots of traction at festivals 
around the country, and can be watched through the link above. Photo: 
The CADFW San Joaquin Hatchery near Fresno, CA/Shutterstock.

Drone innovation paves the way for new opportunities in island restoration

Island Conservation works to restore island ecosystems by removing invasive species. Since their founding in 1994, 
the organization and their partners have successfully restored 64 islands worldwide, benefitting 1195 populations of 
487 species and subspecies. With each passing success the view forward includes more challenging projects, and this 
requires breakthroughs in new methods to achieve success. Innovation is a key ingredient to achieving such break-

throughs. While some innovation may be transformative, resulting in 
major leaps in technological capacity, most are incremental and thus of-
fer gradual yet significant changes to the way projects are implemented. 
Island Conservation realized such a breakthrough with the first applica-
tion of bait by drone for eradication of rodents from Seymour Norte, a 
184 ha island in the Galapagos Archipelago, Ecuador. Historically, this 
has required shipping helicopters and specially trained pilots to remote 
islands, but for a small island such as Seymour Norte, this would not 
be a cost-effective approach. Furthermore, use of helicopters involves 
significant red tape and risk to pilots. In this project, a custom designed, 

https://www.fundaeco.org.gt/fundaeco.org.gt/english/home.html
https://www.fundaeco.org.gt/fundaeco.org.gt/english/home.html
https://www.greenfilmfest.org/
https://www.greenfilmfest.org/greenfireaward_name
https://flylordsmag.com/behind-the-scenes-of-patagonias-artifishal-with-director-josh-bones-murphy/
https://www.islandconservation.org/


6-rotor hexacopter was outfitted with a remote-controlled bait drop bucket to assist the project. Now, projects that 
previously seemed impossible such as small islands with rugged terrain are candidates for restoration. Drones will 
not be the answer for all projects, and both helicopters and even hand-baiting will continue to be valid methods, but 
this exciting innovation is taking things to a new level. As IC project director Chad Hanson says, “You can take a 
drone and pack it up and put it on a plane and you can go anywhere in the world. That effectively opens a door to 
a whole new suite of islands that have not been feasible in the past”. March Conservation Fund provides annual, 
unrestricted support to Island Conservation. Photo: The IC drone team in the Galapagos/Island Conservation/Andy 
Wright. Also see the photo on the cover page of this report.

2019 bird conservation awards around the world

Increasing impact on a global scale demands collaboration and the help of regional expertise. Even within the US, 
we depend on local knowledge to help guide projects. But supporting international conservation projects and re-
search often demands specialized knowledge of range-restricted species, the unique threats facing these species, and 
the socio-political landscapes in which projects can take place. The MCF supported projects profiled below depend 
on the expertise of four British ornithological societies that are dedicated to the study and conservation of birds in 
the regions they represent. Each group offers a conservation award program, providing small grants to help address 
the threats facing declining bird species, with committees of expert reviewers vetting large numbers of proposals 
from around the world. Our community partner the Tides Foundation helps administer these grants.

In 2019, MCF helped fund or entirely funded projects in 22 countries totaling $79,037 in grants. These in-
clude:

Oriental Bird Club

Nir Kumar Puri (Bhutan) – Collection of baseline population and ecological data on hornbills in Phibsoo wildlife 
sanctuary to guide conservation planning

Daphne Kerhoas (Philippines) – Camera trap surveys of the secretive Negros Bleeding-Heart (Gallicolumba keayi) 
in North Negros National Park

Joni Acay (Philippines) – High school awareness program to promote protection of Isabela Oriole (Oriolus isabel-
lae) habitat

Tom Squires (Indonesia) – The “Big month Java & Bali 2020”, a citizen science project that will result in the nation-
al report “The state of Java and Bali’s birds”, which will highlight songbird declines

Muhammad Naeem Awan (Pakistan) – Evaluating the effectiveness of protected area management for the conserva-
tion of Western Tragopan (Tragopan melanocephalus) across the Pakistan Himalayas 

https://www.tides.org/
https://www.orientalbirdclub.org/conservation-fund


Prawoto Prass (Indonesia) – Development of a conservation awareness program focused on tree duck hunting and 
wetland habitat conservation around Pulka, Langkat District, North Sumatra

Damudar Dahal (Bhutan) – Collection of baseline population and ecological data on hornbills in a designated wild-
life corridor between protected areas in Sarpang District

Chloe Hattan (Hong Kong) – Development of an education kit for enforcement agencies and courts involved in po-
licing the illegal trade in Helmeted Hornbill (Rhinoplax vigil) casques

Farhad Ahsan Pavel (Bangladesh) – Extension of surveys and breeding ecology of Lesser Adjutant (Leptoptilos 
javanicus) in the NW border region

Ornithological Society of the Middle East the Caucasus and Central Asia

Askar Issabekov (Kazakhstan) – The creation of a family of websites for the development of birdwatching in central 
Asia and the Caucasus

Feras Rahahleh (Jordan) – Supporting the Aqaba Observatory in their documentation of special species for Jordan 
and the development of migration watch points

Christoph Himmel (Azerbaijan) – Wader surveys at Gyzylagach Lake, the Republic’s most important Ramsar site

Ali Yahya Ali (Yemen) – Socotra environmental awareness events

Ivan Turkovsky (Kyrgyzstan) – Assessing the status of breeding birds of Son-Kul Lake

Oleg Kashkarov (Uzbekistan) – Education program for the ‘Phasianus’ student club: building capacity for IBA mon-
itoring

Christina Leronymidou and Robin Snape (Cyprus) – Determining the breeding status of Scopoli’s (Calonectris dio-
medea) and Yelkouan (Puffinus yelkouan) Shearwaters in the island of Cyprus

Neotropical Bird Club

Carlos Soto (Peru) – Preservation of Grey-bellied Comet (Taphrolesbia griseiventris) after a serious fire in their 
breeding habitat

Rocío Lapido (Argentina) – Two new Important Bird Areas in Mendoza

Freddy Miranda (Peru) – Habitat of the Marvelous Spatuletail (Loddigesisa mirabilis) in Amazonas Department

Alice Reisfeld (Brazil) – Conservation of the Critically Endangered Blue-eyed Ground-Dove (Columbina cyanopis) 
in the Brazilian Cerrado

https://www.osme.org/grants/
https://www.neotropicalbirdclub.org/conservation/conservation-fund/


Lucila Castro (Argentina) – Aerial census of Flamingos in the Mar Chiquita lagoon and wetlands of the Río Dulce

Sueli Souza (Brazil) – Influence of landscape characteristics and local structure on the presence and abundance of 
Pink-legged Graveteiro (Acrobatornis fonsecai) in cocoa forest and agroforestry remnants in Southern Bahia, Brazil

Diego García (Peru) – Distribution patterns and community structure of dry forest birds of NW Peru: responses un-
der climate change

Germán García (Argentina) – Conservation of Olrog’s Gull (Larus atlanticus)

African Bird Club

Tsetagho Guilain (Cameroon) – Investigating breeding success of globally threatened Gray-necked Picathartes (Pi-
cathartes oreas) and initiating community-based conservation awareness in Ebo forest proposed National Park

Renel Bemaro (Madagascar) – Conservation of the Madagascar Sacred Ibis (Threskiornis bernieri) in the recently 
created Mahavavy-Kinkony Complex Protected Area

Frances Taylor (South Africa) – Monitoring the movement of nectivorous birds through restored patches of Fynbos 
habitat in Cape Town using citizen science

Mutunga James (Kenya) – Population and habitat status of Turner’s Eremomela (Eremomela turneri)in South Nandi 
Forest

Clara Cassell (Liberia) – Determining the presence of Key Biodiversity Area trigger species in remote forests of 
Liberia

Evan Buechley (Ethiopia) – First assessment of the Bearded Vulture (Gypaetus barbatus) in Ethiopia: understanding 
population size and spatial ecology to inform conservation

Bird Club Photos: Page 12, Negros Bleeding-Heart (Gallicolumba keayi) and Yelkouan Shearwater (Puffinus yelk-
ouan); Page 13, Marvelous Spatuletail (Loddigesisa mirabilis) and Bearded Vulture (Gypaetus barbatus)/Shutter-
stock.

https://www.africanbirdclub.org/conservation-fund-awards


In 2019, March Conservation Fund also supported the following organizations 
working in biodiversity conservation, environmental education, or advocacy. 
Please explore the links below to learn more about these organizations.

Norris Center for Natural History Bird School Project
Friends of Hakalau Forest NWR Golden Gate National Parks Conservancy

Pacific Forest Trust Organization for Tropical Studies
Climate Ride Nature in the City

Point Blue Conservation Science Mendocino Land Trust
Golden Gate Audubon San Francisco Parks Alliance

Institute for Bird Populations Golden Gate Raptor Observatory
Appalachian Voices RARE
Audubon California WildAid

Planet Indonesia Natural Resources Defense Council
Smithsonian Migratory Bird Center California Native Plant Society

The San Francisco Foundation/YANF Earthjustice

Mt. Shasta, CA/Ivan Samuels. MCF partner the Pacific Forest Trust is 
working around Mt. Shasta to restore forests and improve the health 
and function of key watersheds that support millions of people

https://norriscenter.ucsc.edu/
https://www.birdschoolproject.org/
http://www.friendsofhakalauforest.org/
https://www.parksconservancy.org/
https://www.pacificforest.org/
https://tropicalstudies.org/
https://www.climateride.org/
http://natureinthecity.org/
https://www.pointblue.org/
https://mendocinolandtrust.org/
https://goldengateaudubon.org/
https://sanfranciscoparksalliance.org/
https://www.birdpop.org/
https://www.parksconservancy.org/programs/golden-gate-raptor-observatory
https://appvoices.org/
https://rare.org/
https://ca.audubon.org/
https://wildaid.org/
https://www.planetindonesia.org/
https://www.nrdc.org/
https://nationalzoo.si.edu/migratory-birds
https://www.cnps.org/
https://sff.org/make-an-impact/give-new/yan/
https://earthjustice.org/
https://www.pacificforest.org/

