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2016 Giving at a Glance

When viewed by category, MCF supported a fairly equal number of organizations accross 
the three divisions.

Birds are amongst the most easily appreciated organisms in 
nature, and they are also excellent indicators of ecosystem health. 
Our work is focused on building the capacity of nonprofit organi-
zations, both domestically and abroad, to conserve populations of 
threatened birds and associated biodiversity.
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When viewed by amount given, Biodiversity Conservation dominated our 
philanthropy in 2016, with 80% of contributions.

When viewed by Region, Latin America and the Caribbean dominated in 
2016 with over half a million dollars donated to 16 different organizations in 
11 countries.



Far Left: The Narupa Reserve in the Amazoni-
an foothills of Ecuador, owned by the Jocotoco 
Foundation (Ivan Samuels).

Left: Staff from SAVE Brasil and Ameri-
can Bird Conservancy by the Pedra D’An-
ta Reserve in NE Brazil (SAVE Brasil).

Highlights from 2016 Beneficiaries

The following section provides an overview of grant activities for the year.  Here we mostly report on 
the results of larger grants that were provided for proposals that MCF solicited from partners, including 
501(c)3 partners working with international grantees. 

New capacity-building initiative helps land-conservation organizations in 
Latin America become more sustainable

Founded in 1994, American Bird Conservancy (ABC) is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization with a mission fo-
cused on the conservation of native birds and their habitats throughout the Americas. With an emphasis on 
innovation, efficiency and working in partnership, ABC fulfills its mission by building on sound science to halt 
extinctions, protect habitats, eliminate threats, and build capacity for conservation.

ABC works with over 30 partner organizations in Latin America and the Caribbean that are protecting birds and 
other threatened flora and fauna through the creation and stewardship of private reserves, and in some cases by 
assisting government agencies in the management of national parks and preserves.  Eleven years ago ABC start-
ed the Latin American Bird Reserve Network, which now protects almost one million acres of critical habitat in 
over 70 reserves spread across 15 countries.  The Network provides habitat for over 2,000 bird species, more than 
50 of which are listed as Critically Endangered or Endangered by the IUCN, and several reserves are also Alli-
ance for Zero Extinction sites  - locations that contain the entire global population of a species.

ABC supports these partners by providing technical expertise and funding for projects that range from land pur-
chase and habitat restoration to eco-tourism development and institutional capacity-building. Birders in particu-
lar have helped cover some of the costs of managing reserves in the Network by paying to visit and use the trails 
and facilities of these special places.  But as the reserves grow in size and as new and existing partners create new 
reserves, the costs of management continue to rise.

March Conservation Fund identified a critical funding gap that threatened the long-term sustainability of re-
serves in the Network.  Specifically, donors were eager to support land-purchase, but it was difficult to obtain on-
going support for land management and even harder to fund capacity-building efforts that would make partner 
organizations more sustainable.  Thus in 2015 MCF and ABC established the Latin American Reserve Steward-
ship Initiative (LARSI).  The goal of this initiative is to provide operating and technical support to conservation 
organizations in the Latin American Bird Reserve Network (including the Caribbean) to help partners improve 
operating systems and implement standard business practices, to develop financial self-sufficiency through fund-
raising training and development of diverse income sources, and to manage reserves.  The initiative therefore 
complements the land-purchase support by MCF in order to strengthen the organizations that are tasked with 
stewarding these reserves in perpetuity.



In 2016 LARSI funded 14 partner organizations in 11 countries.  Some of the highlights of our support this year        
(listed in alphabetical order by country) include:

Armonía – Bolivia:  Manager salary at the Barba Azul Reserve (which provides critical habitat for the        
Blue-throated Macaw), and the development of a cattle management plan and workshop to implement sus-
tainable grazing practices in and around the reserve.

Aquasis – Brazil:  Manager salary for the Oasis Araripe Reserve (home of the Araripe Manakin), and renova-
tion of an old field house at the reserve to facilitate land management goals and host visiting researchers and 
tourists.

Biodiversitas – Brazil:  Land titling at the Canudos Reserve (nesting site of the Lear’s Macaw), and an institu-
tional audit.

Instituto Uiraçu – Brazil:  Salary support for executive director and program managers, and an institutional 
audit.

SAVE Brasil – Brazil:  Support for the Serra do Urubu Reserve in the NE Atlantic forest through hiring of a new 
reserve manager, increased patrols and reserve maintenance, increased communication with local community 
stakeholders, and improved conservation outreach through website and social media.

ProAves – Colombia:  Support for an all-staff meeting, and salary for one park guard.

Osa Conservation – Costa Rica:  Upgrading of infrastructure at ecotourism lodge, and salary support for a bird-
ing program coordinator.

Sociedad Ornitológica de la Hispaniola – Dominican Republic:  Salary for a new development director.

Jocotoco Foundation – Ecuador:  Partial support for the construction of a new hummingbird garden at the Bue-
naventura Reserve, and salary for a new park guard to manage the garden and collect entrance fees.

Fundación para el Ecodesarrollo y la Conservación (FUNDAECO) – Guatemala:  Partial funding for five park 
guards, a tourism consultant, a development officer, and basic infrastructure improvements at two reserves.

Asociación de Investigación para el DesarrolloEcológico y Socioeconómico (ASIDE) – Honduras:  Salary and 
equipment for a new park guard at the Refugio de Vida Silvestre Colibrí Esmeralda Hondureño (Honduran Em-
erald Hummingbird reserve), and funds to write a business plan for the reserve.

Jamaica Conservation and Development Trust (JCDT) – Jamaica:  Partial salary support for a tourism market-
ing & coordination officer, and general support for materials and travel.

Amigos de Sian Ka’an – México:  Infrastructure improvements at the Pez Maya and San Mateo Ake Reserves, 
and partial salary support for the manager of those reserves.

AsociaciónEcosistemasAndinos (ECOAN) – Perú:  Full salary support for a new strategic relations officer.

In total, these staff positions, fundraising initiatives and development of new project ideas generated a total of 
$1,794,756 in funds for our partners – an outstanding achievement from just the second year of the program. 

Left: Critical nesting cliffs for the Lear’s 
Macaw, Canudos Reserve, Brazil, owned 
by partner Biodiversitas (Ivan Samuels).

Right: Participants at a bird identification 
workshop in a reserve that was created to 

protect the endangered Honduran Em-
erald Hummingbird (J.Ramos/ASIDE, 

Honduras).



Marvelous Spatuletail (ECOAN, Peru)

British bird clubs and MCF increase funding for bird conservation research 
in Latin America, Africa, and Asia

Three British non-profit organizations work exclusively to further our understanding of bird ecology, taxon-
omy, and distribution in three different mega-diverse regions of the world.  These are the African Bird Club 
(representing the entire continent), the Neotropical Bird Club (representing Latin America and the Caribbean), 
and the Oriental Bird Club (representing S and SE Asia and beyond).  These groups publish current research in 
their own bulletins, hold annual meetings for members, provide advice for visiting bird watchers, and in gener-
al celebrate the ornithological wonders of these biodiversity hotspots.  But they have also been instrumental in 
promoting the conservation of birds and their habitats through conservation award programs.  Each of the three 
clubs offer small grants to nationals from the regions the clubs represent that are focused on the conservation 
of threatened bird species and their habitats.  Although modest in scope and scale, the bang for the buck is very 
high with these grants.  Many of the applicants are young professionals, and these grants can help them develop 
the skills needed to be future leaders in conservation science.

MCF is partnering with the Tides Foundation, our neighbor at the Thoreau Center in the Presidio of San Fran-
cisco, to provide grants to the three bird clubs.  The results have been very encouraging, representing one of the 
highest returns on investment that MCF has funded.  In most cases, grant recipients use funds for research.  But 
in some cases the projects go beyond research to do environmental education and socio-economic analyses tar-
geted at the human communities that manage the habitats where these birds live.

In 2016, MCF helped fund or entirely funded the following proposals:

Neotropical Bird Club

Renzo P. Piana (Peru) – Conserving the Gray-backed Hawk (Pseudastur occidentalis) and its habitat in north-
western Peru.

Thiago Vernaschi Vieira da Costa (Brazil) – In pursuit of the rarest: using autonomous sound recorders for de-
tecting possibly extinct and globally endangered bird species at Serra do Urubu, Pernambuco, Brazil.

Nils Navarro (Cuba) – Zapata Rail (Cyanolimnas cerverai), the more elusive and unknown Cuban endemic 
bird, new surveys 2016.

Fabiola Riva Melofiro (Peru) – Second field campaign for the protection of the critically endangered White-
winged Guan (Penelope albipennis) in the Tumbesian region.

Joseph Sarvary (Paraguay) – Surveying an Important Bird Area (IBA) in danger for the endangered White-
winged Nightjar (Eleothreptus candicans).



Oriental Bird Club

Subbaiah Bharathidasan (India) –Extension of an award-winning vulture conservation project to communicate 
the recent ban of multi-dose vials of diclofenac, and to initiate interstate cooperation between Tamil Nadu, Kera-
la, and Karnataka to protect vulture species.

Qingxin Li (China) – Breeding ecology of the critically endangered Baer’s Pochard (Aythya baeri) in central and 
north China.

Sakib Ahmed (Bangladesh) – Current status and ecology of the vulnerable Bristled Grassbird (Chaetornis stria-
ta) recently rediscovered at Tanguar Haor, Bangladesh.

ChhimiDorji (Bhutan) – Effects of foraging habitat and disturbance on a key relict population of White-bellied 
Herons (Ardea insignis).

Andrew Ross TseReintar (Philippines) – Conservation awareness and advocacy program to protect the critically 
endangered Cebu Flowerpecker (Dicaeum quadricolor).

African Bird Club

Alex Tavares (Cape Verde) – Bird biodiversity survey and community engagement on Maio Island, Cape Verde.

Luca Borghesio (Kenya) – Reassessment of the status of the critically endangered Taita Thrush (Turdus helleri).

Sheku Kamara (Sierra Leone) – Biodiversity assessment of Sierra Leone’s largest lake and environs to understand 
its importance for birds and for people.

Sama Zefania (Madagascar) –Assessing the population size and distribution of an understudied and threatened 
endemic wetland bird, the Madagascar Jacana (Actophilornis albinucha).

A land trust that goes beyond conservation easements

The United States is full of land trusts, with the conservation easement being the primary tool used by land trusts 
to protect private land of high conservation value, and in some cases to protect historical sites and buildings.  
Easements, which provide a binding agreement between the owner and easement holder, exist in perpetuity and 
can provide land owners with income or tax bene-
fits while still allowing permitted activities.  Ease-
ments and acquisitions are the bread and butter 
of the land trust world, but some groups like the 
Pacific Forest Trust (PFT) have gone beyond just 
doing easements and seek to influence land use 
policy and the role of forests in mitigating climate 
change.

In 2016 MCF increased support for PFT in recog-
nition of the exemplary work they have done to 
conserve forests, protect watersheds, and influence 
state policy that affects forest land use in Califor-
nia.  PFT is particularly active in the Cascades 
of California, and holds several easements near 
Mount Shasta and added a 12,805 acre property 
to that portfolio this year.  The organization also 
played a major role in passing AB 2480 this year, which formally recognizes source watersheds as infrastructure 
and a critical component of the state’s water system.  Finally, PFT continues to be a leader by influencing the state 
to recognize forest protection (including privately-owned working forests) as a key part of California’s efforts to 
reduce carbon emissions.  Photo: forests of the Cascades as seen from the summit of Mt. Shasta (Ivan Samuels).



Long-term datasets benefit from technological 
advances to address questions of migratory con-
nectivity in songbirds

Point Blue Conservation Science (formerly PRBO) is a pioneer in long-
term datasets, with monitoring programs at the Palomarin Field Station and 
SE Farallon Island now spanning decades.  At Palomarin in Marin County, 
California, constant-effort mist-net stations to band and release birds was and is 
one of the primary methods used to study avifauna.  Recapture of banded birds has 
helped define life expectancy and survivorship, feather molt sequences, juvenile dispersal, 
and other life history traits.  But for those birds that migrate long-distances, we could only 
speculate about where they went.   Over fifty years ago when PRBO started these monitor-
ing programs, nobody could have anticipated the technological advances that would allow 
us to tackle such questions as migratory connectivity, i.e., the degree to which individuals 
that breed in a given area migrate to the same wintering area.

Starting in 2009, MCF helped Point Blue solve the mystery of where these birds went by support-
ing migratory connectivity research through the use of tiny geolocator tags.  These tags record time and light, 
from which researchers are able to calculate geographic location.  But you have to get the bird (tag) back!  In part 
due to this challenge, the study species chosen all showed high site fidelity – the tendency of an individual to 
return to the same spot year after year.

In 2016 Point Blue and collaborators published two studies that were supported by MCF that explore migratory 
connectivity in two common songbirds, the Golden-crowned Sparrow and Hermit Thrush.  In both cases, these 
species (or sub-species) spent the winter in California but migrated north to unknown breeding locations.  With 
the Golden-crowned Sparrow, individuals were tagged at and near the Palomarin station, but also in the Sierra 
foothills.  Despite the small distance in wintering geography, the coastal birds migrated to coastal breeding sites 
along the Gulf Coast of Alaska while the Sierra foothill birds migrated to inland breeding sites in the Yukon, 
Northwest Territories, and British Columbia, Canada.  With the Hermit Thrush, birds were tagged at and near 
the Palomarin station, but also near the city of San Jose by collaborators from the San Francisco Bay Bird Obser-
vatory and San Francisco State University.  Hermit Thrushes wintering in the San Francisco Bay Area migrated 
to breeding sites spanning the northwest coast of North America, but North Bay (coastal Marin County) birds as 
a whole migrated to a geographically broader and more southerly breeding distribution, while South Bay birds 
had a more northerly and more geographically concentrated breeding area.  These data show that individual 
birds that winter relatively close to each other likely originate from different breeding populations, and take dif-
ferent migratory routes to get here.  The strong migratory connectivity displayed by these species, even across a 
fine geographic scale, demonstrates that it’s important to consider the full annual life-cycle of a migratory species 
in order to identify factors that affect population dynamics.  To read the full text of these publications, see:

Cormier, R.L., D.L. Humple, T. Gardali, N.E. Seavy. 2016. Migratory connectivity of Golden-crowned Sparrows 
from two wintering regions in California. Animal Migration 3: 48-56

Nelson, A.R., R.L. Cormier, D.L. Humple, J.C. Scullen, R. Sehgal, N.E. Seavy. 2016. Migratory patterns of San 
Francisco Bay Area Hermit Thrushes differ across a fine spatial scale. Animal Migration 3: 1-13

Photos: A Golden-crowned Sparrow with a geolocator tag, and the Palomarin Field Station, Marin County, Cali-
fornia (Diana Humple, Point Blue Conservation Science)

 



Land purchases add threatened habitats to reserve network in Ecuador

Working with our US-based partner Rainforest Trust, MCF helped fund the acquisition of critical habitats that 
were added to the Buenaventura and Narupa Reserves in Ecuador.  Both reserves are owned and managed by our 
Ecuadorian partner, the Jocotoco Foundation.  Jocotoco has established 11 reserves over the last 18 years, mostly 
in the Andes.  Their reserve network protects habitats that are not well represented in Ecuador’s national park 
system, with most reserves focused around the ranges of one or more threatened bird species.  These habitats 
contain high diversity of range-restricted species, and not just birds.  Surveys have discovered numerous am-
phibian, reptile, and plant species that are poorly known to science and new species have even been described on 
the reserves.  Land purchase continues to be a priority for Jocotoco since forests adjacent to the reserves continue 
to be threatened.

The Buenaventura Reserve (El Oro Province) is one of Jocotoco’s flagship reserves, providing critical habitat for 
the endangered and endemic El Oro Parakeet (Pyrrhura orcesi) - see photo insert.  The Tumbes and 
Chocó ecoregions mix in El Oro Province resulting in a varied and highly diverse gradient of 
biodiversity.  Numerous endemic and threatened plants and animals occur here.  Yet these 
habitats were not well protected in Western Ecuador, where 95% of the forest cover had 
been lost by 1988.  And even within the reserve, climate change is beginning to push 
species such as the El Oro Parakeet upslope.  Thus, the foundation has recently been 
prioritizing higher-elevation properties for acquisition, including the purchase that 
was supported by MCF in 2016.  More good news for the parakeet lies ahead, as the 
foundation is working with local stakeholders to establish an ecological corridor 
that will connect some of the remaining habitat patches in an otherwise fragment-
ed landscape.

The Narupa Reserve (Napo Province) is still surrounded by more forest than Bue-
naventura, but pressure to clear land for agriculture and cattle grazing is increasing.  
MCF played a major role in the creation of this reserve in 2006 by funding the initial 
land purchase here, and we have been a major supporter of numerous acquisitions since 
then.  The reserve protects Amazonian foothill and pre-montane rainforest, which are some 
of the most threated forest types in South America.  Numerous range-restricted bird species are 
present, as well as Neotropical-Nearctic migrants of conservation concern, such as the Cerulean Warbler.  Future 
land acquisition here will extend the reserve upslope with the ultimate goal of connecting to the Sumaco Na-
po-Galeras National Park.

The Narupa Reserve, Ecuador. The pasture visible in the fore-
ground of this 2010 photo has already restored passively to 
secondary forest (Ivan Samuels)

Fragmented landscape of El Oro Province, Ecuador, as seen from 
the top of the Buenaventura Reserve (Ivan Samuels)



Climate Ride NW at the finish in Seattle

Biking for bucks builds momentum for conservation organizations across 
the country
Climate Ride seeks to inspire and empower citizens to work toward a new energy future, using sport as a 
means to change lives and build an effective, citizen-based sustainability movement.  Since 2008 the organiza-
tion has been living up to this mission by organizing bike tours, where the riders fundraise to support dozens 
of organizations that are working towards a sustainable future.  To date, nearly 2,000 riders have biked over 
half a million miles to raise over $3 million.  The organization has witnessed record growth, which translates 
into more donations, and more than a few lives have been changed by the energy and inspiration it takes to 
complete a ride.  This included MCF Executive Director Ivan Samuels in 2016, who took part in the new Cli-
mate Ride Northwest.  This ride, 362 miles long, meandered through the breathtaking scenery of the San Juan 
Islands and Olympic Peninsula of Washington, and included a 5,200 ft. climb up Hurricane Ridge (Olympic 
National Park) in the pouring rain!  MCF supported the San Francisco Bicycle Coalition and the California 
Bicycle Coalition through this ride, and is also a major supporter of the Climate Ride Annual Fund.

The University of California, Santa Cruz becomes a national leader in 
field-based natural history education
As class sizes grow and universities struggle to stay within budget, field-based educational experiences be-
come harder to support.  Many universities end up dropping these kinds of classes altogether.  This is partic-
ularly unfortunate for students in the natural sciences, where exposure to field methods and the chance to use 
them in a natural setting are critical parts of a curriculum, and a major morale booster for any young scientist 
contemplating a career as a field biologist.

UC Santa Cruz has long been a leader in natural history education, in no small part due to the late Ken 
Norris, a marine mammal researcher and longtime professor of natural history at UCSC.  His unique and 
inspiring way of teaching influenced thousands of students over the years, and to honor his legacy the David 
and Lucile Packard Foundation created an endowment in 2014 that helped establish the Kenneth S. Norris 
Center for Natural History, which was officially dedicated on April 25, 2015.  The Center supports field-based 
natural history training, research projects and publications as well as student scholarships, fellowships, and 
the curation of key natural history collections.  And, it’s just a great place for like-minded folks to meet up and 
share ideas!

In 2016 MCF provided support to the Center (via the UCSC Foundation) for several important needs that 
help keep the Center running.  These included student assistant salaries (which helps the Center stay open 
and available to all), field course and collections supplies, and funds to attend off-site training or workshops.  
This follows on a 2015 grant that funded those same needs but also helped pay for work tables.  



             MCF continues to support three other initiatives that are helping UCSC students get outside.  

•	 Experiential Learning Endowment for the Environmental Studies Department.  Payout from this 
endowment also helps fund field-based education as well as travel and conference fees for student 
researchers.

•	 The Wilderness Orientation Program.  Support helps to provide scholarships for incoming students to 
participate in challenging wilderness experiences while making new friends and gaining the confidence 
needed to dive into the college experience

•	 Landels-Hill Big Creek Reserve.  One of the crown jewels of the UC Reserve system, Big Creek is lo-
cated on the majestic Big Sur coast.  MCF provides general support for field-course supplies and land 
management activities.   

Left: Students at the Norris 
Center for Natural History 
(ENVS/UCSC)

Right: The Landels-Hill Big 
Creek Reserve (Ivan Samuels)

Funding increases support for bird-banding operations in Latin America
The Institute for Bird Populations (IBP) works with individuals, government agencies, and NGOs in diverse 
fields to assess the effects of land-management actions, climate change, and other ecological stressors on bird 
populations, and to prescribe practical solutions using cutting-edge science.  Founded in 1989, the organization 
is best known for establishing the Monitoring Avian Productivity and Survivorship (MAPS) program, a conti-
nent-wide collaborative network of bird-banding stations.  In past years, MCF helped support IBP to create a 
new website called “Vital Rates of North American Landbirds”, which provides results of temporal and spatial 
analyses of capture-mark-recapture and constant-effort capture-rate data on 158 landbird species collected as 
part of the MAPS program between 1992 and 2006.

A companion program to MAPS is the MoSI program, which is Spanish stands for “Monitoreo de Superviven-
cia Invernal” which means “Monitoring of Winter Survival”.  MoSI is a collaborative, international network of 
bird monitoring stations across the northern Neotropics.  Since 2002, the program has operated more than 200 
stations in 15 countries.  MoSI stations are run by independent banders, non-profit conservation groups, univer-
sities, and government scientists using methods similar to MAPS.  Because so many of North America’s breeding 
songbirds winter in Latin America, MoSI is expanding our understanding of the movements and habitat needs 
of Neotropical migrant bird species across the full annual cycle.  The program also gathers important data on 
resident bird species in host countries, and is helping to train Latin American researchers in bird monitoring 
techniques.

Despite the great potential of these MoSI stations, their operators are often short on funds and supplies to keep 
the stations running each year.  To help address this need, MCF provided IBP a one-year micro-grant in 2016 to 
provide basic bird-banding supplies and help cover other miscellaneous small expenses that are impeding par-
ticipation by potential and current MoSI operators.  Needed items include things like tables and chairs, mist-nets 
and banding supplies, field guides and even cash awards for local travel to operate stations.  We look forward to 
helping IBP into the future to establish and maintain these MoSI stations in order to increase our understanding 
of factors that limit bird populations during the non-breeding season, and to help support the scientific commu-
nities in Latin American host countries that are working to understand and conserve critical habitats.



Restoring island ecosystems by removing invasive exotic predators

Introduced species pose a major threat to ecosystems around the world.  It is often difficult for the untrained 
observer to evaluate such threats, because a habitat may be fully vegetated and appear healthy even though the 
species observed had displaced native flora and fauna.  Invaded ecosystems may suffer from local extirpation, 
altered disturbance regimes, and changes in nutrient cycling.

Nowhere is the effect of biological invasions more pronounced than on islands.  This is true for plants, but the 
situation is perhaps most serious when considering introduced predators.  Many island endemics evolved in the 
absence of predators and thus make easy prey given their lack of fear and/or life history traits that make them 
vulnerable.  Most introduced exotic predators arrived on islands by accident, hitching rides on ships that visited 
remote archipelagos, while a minority were introduced on purpose.  And invasive exotic species are not limited 
to predators; several species of herbivores such as goats and rabbits were intentionally introduced to islands as 
a food source for humans.  These animals can decimate island flora and cause erosion.  Collectively, introduced 
exotic species are primarily responsible for 80% of recorded animal extinctions and 40% of all endangered 
species, and have also caused the local extirpation of seasonal visitors like seabirds that used to nest on those 
islands.

In 2016 MCF increased support for Island Conservation (IC), recognizing the work this organization is doing to 
be a global leader in the eradication of invasive exotic species on islands.  The logistical complexity of removing 
invasives from islands makes this a collaborative effort, and IC works with over a hundred partner organizations 
and government agencies to implement projects, often on remote islands that have no human population.  In 
2016 IC implemented eradication operations on islands belonging to Puerto Rico, New Zealand, Dominican 
Republic, Chile, and Tonga providing invasive mammal free habitat for 32 populations of 31 animal species on 
the IUCN Red List.  MCF looks forward to supporting IC into the future to implement more projects on more 
islands and bring dozens of species back from the brink of extinction.

Desecheo Island is located 13 miles west 
of Puerto Rico.  Starting in 2012, Island 
Conservation and the US Fish & Wildlife 
Service began to remove invasive exotic 
species from the island, and the project 
is now complete.  The island is a National 
Wildlife Refuge that formerly had a major 
seabird rookery, including an estimated 
15,000 Brown Boobies, but invasive pred-
ators meant that no seabirds were nesting 
here anymore.  Hopes are high that they 
will recolonize.  The island is also home to 
six endemic species (three lizards and three 
arachnids), which will also benefit from the 
absence of predators. Photo by Ivan Samu-
els.



Deforestation, charcoal production, and the challenges of biodiversity 
conservation on an international border
As tensions continue to rise on the US-Mexico border, tension has always been high on the Haiti-Dominican 
Republic border.  These two Caribbean nations share different sides of the island of Hispaniola, yet have rad-
ically different histories when it comes to land use.  With respect to forest resources, Haiti suffers from one of 

the highest deforestation rates in the world, making the border between the two countries a 
dramatic example of what happens without the will or means to conserve natural habi-

tats.

BirdLife International is a UK-based organization with partner organizations all 
over the world.  They are perhaps best known for recognizing Important Bird Ar-
eas (IBAs), a designation that does not in itself offer protection but helps prioritize 
areas to protect.  The American Friends of BirdLife is the US-based wing of BirdLife 
international, which helps donors and funding organizations in the United States 

support BirdLife partners abroad.  This year, MCF continued to support the work 
of their partner organization in the Dominican Republic (Grupo Jaragua) to pressure 

the government of the DR to address the threats that forests are facing on the DR-Haiti 
border.  Specifically, the grant will help Grupo Jaragua and collaborators complete the map-

ping of illegal agricultural activities taking place within the Sierra de Bahoruco National Park, which lies on 
the border with Haiti and provides habitat for more than 40 globally threatened species (photo insert, forest in 
Sierra de Bahoruco NP, by Ivan Samuels).

San Francisco group leads effort to restore unique habitat for                
endangered butterfly
Nature in the City is San Francisco’s first organization wholly dedicated to ecologi-
cal conservation, restoration, and stewardship of the city’s bioregions.  Founded in 
2005, the organization has been a major advocate for the San Francisco Recreation 
& Parks Department Natural Areas Program, which is devoted to restoring and 
preserving some of the city’s unique native habitats that have persisted over the 
decades despite development pressures.  Nature in the City connects citizens to 
these unique sites through nature walks, events for children and families, eco-lit-
eracy trainings, and volunteer opportunities.

One of their major projects is the Green Hairstreak Corridor.  The Green Hairstreak 
Butterfly (Callophrys viridis) was thought to be extinct in San Francisco until it was 
rediscovered by lepidopterist Liam O’Brien in 2006.  Nature in the City and local partners 
have created islands of habitat along a corridor to promote the recovery of the species, with dedicated vol-

unteers helping to plant and manage 11 habitat sites 
in the unique hilltop environment of  the city’s inner 
Sunset District.  The butterfly can only travel a few 
hundred feet from its birthplace, and the restoration 
of native host plants to sites that are close together is 
critical for its survival.

Left: Field trip participants watching a Green Hair-
streak Butterly along the 16th/Moraga tiled staircase. 
Insert above right, the butterfly itself. Photos by Ivan 
Samuels



MCF provided a grant to help pay for new 
signage along the Green Hairstreak Corri-
dor.  These signs help increase awareness of 
the butterfly and its habitat needs, as well as 
an introduction to Nature in the City itself.  
They are the perfect complement to the cor-
ridor brochure and self-guided tour map that 
can be found on the organization’s website.   
The corridor now also receives a huge num-
ber of visitors thanks to the beautiful tiled 
staircase that starts at 16th Avenue and Mora-
ga Street, which is a bonus for educating the 
public about the organization and the unique 
ecology of the neighborhood. 

Right: One of the new signs along the 
Green Hairstreak Corridor. Photo by 

Amber Hasselbring.

Sierra Meadow, California (Ivan Samuels)



In 2016, March Conservation Fund also supported 
the following organizations working in biodiversity 
conservation, environmental education, or advocacy

• Golden Gate National Parks Conservancy
• Golden Gate Audubon
• Forestry Educators Inc. (CA Forestry Challenge)
• Save The Bay
• Friends of Hakalau Forest National Wildlife Refuge
• Bay Nature Institute
• Organization for Tropical Studies
• Appalachian Voices
• Mendocino Land Trust
• The Nature Conservancy - Kansas Chapter
• Audubon California
• Latino Outdoors
• Outdoor Afro
• Land Trust Alliance
• San Francisco Parks Alliance
• Cornell Lab of Ornithology
• Golden Gate Raptor Observatory
• RARE
• Wildaid
• Earthjustice
• Natural Resources Defense Council
• Global Conservation


