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The number of organizations supported across the three categories was fairly equal.

Biodiversity Conservation dominated our philanthropy in 2017. It dropped from 80% 
in 2016 to 73% in 2017, but the total amount awarded in grants went up by $315,920.
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Grants to Latin America, including the Caribbean, represented 54% of giving in 2017 with 
$724,134 contributed to 18 organizations in 11 countries. However, total giving within the 
North America region was nearly double the amount contributed in 2016.

Cover Photos, clockwise from upper-left:

Blue-throated Macaw, Armonía, Bolivia/Tjalle Boorsma
Bird School Project, California/Kevin Condon & Darrow Feldstein
Pedra D’Anta Reserve staff and family, SAVE Brasil, Pernambuco, Br.
Canandé Reserve, Jocotoco Foundation, Ecuador/Ivan Samuels
Mirador National Park, Guatemala/Ivan Samuels

Right: Critically Endangered Ricord’s Iguana, Cabritos Island, Domini-
can Republic/Island Conservation

Bottom: Rainforest in Venezuela/Ivan Samuels



Highlights from 2017 Beneficiaries

Raised forest islands with Motacu Palms are critical 
habitat for the Blue-throated Macaw at the Barba Azul 
Reserve, Bolivia. Bennett Hennessey/Armonía.

Keeping cattle and fire out of the forest islands is important. 
MCF funded the purchase of a scraper blade used with a 
tractor to create firebreaks at the Barba Azul Reserve. Tjalle 
Boorsma/Armonía.

Into year 3, the Latin American Reserve Stewardship Initiative continues to strengthen 
the capacity of organizations dedicated to the conservation of Neotropical birds

In 2015 March Conservation Fund established the Latin American Reserve Stewardship Initiative (LARSI) in 
collaboration with American Bird Conservancy (ABC). The goals of this partnership and the larger mission 
of ABC were discussed in our first Impact Report for 2016. In summary, LARSI grants provide operating and 
technical support to conservation organizations in Latin America (including the Caribbean) to help partners 
improve operating systems and implement standard business practices, to develop financial self-sufficiency 
through fund-raising training, and develop a diversity of income sources to help manage ecological reserves in 
perpetuity.

In 2017 LARSI funded 11 partner organizations in 10 countries. These grants supported eight partner staff 
positions, fundraising initiatives and development of new project ideas that generated a total of $1,552,292 for 
our partners. Selected highlights from these grants include:

Armonía – Bolivia: Ongoing infrastructure improvements at the Barba Azul Nature Reserve, a 27,180 acre 
preserve dedicated to protecting the endemic and critically endangered Blue-throated Macaw. Through adap-
tive management, Armonía is developing an economically viable and ecologically friendly livestock manage-
ment model that will protect key habitats within the reserve from grazing and fire, while also generating in-
come to support the reserve. Basic fencing materials were a big part of this grant in order to divide the reserve 
into different management units.

FUNDAECO – Guatemala: To maintain ecological connectivity and function of protected areas in Carib-
bean Guatemala, a novel agroforestry system (biocenter) is being developed that will improve food security, 
increase family income, and restore forest cover. FUNDAECO is developing a financial model and workplan 
to implement this pilot biocenter growing black pepper, rambutan, and cinnamon together with a diversity of 
native trees. If successful, this type of system can be replicated to provide ecological benefits and income to 
local communities while reducing pressure on remaining natural forests in the region.

Jocotoco Foundation – Ecuador: LARSI support on administrative themes has contributed to a comprehen-
sive organizational re-engineering of Jocotoco´s administration, processes, and structure. This included an ad-
ministrative capacity building workshop; purchase of a new laptop computer; staff training in the prevention, 
control, and mitigation of forest fires on the reserves; and the design and production of educational materials 
focused on the Spectacled Bear at the Yanacocha Reserve, and directed towards Quito schools.

https://abcbirds.org/


SAVE Brasil – Brazil: We continue to be major funders of critical staff and infrastructure support at the Pedra 
D’Anta Reserve, Serra do Urubu in the NE Atlantic Forest (Pernambuco Bioregion), home to the un-enviable 
title of most heavily deforested region of Brazil with numerous endangered species. In 2017 we provided 
salary for the Reserve Manager Bárbara Cavalcante, purchase of an all-terrain vehicle for reserve maintenance, 
trails signage and upgrades, and partial support for a hummingbird garden that has already recorded 21 species 
of hummingbirds!

Bárbara Cavalcante guiding a group of visiting students 
at the Pedra D’Anta Reserve, Brazil

Staff from the Jocotoco Foundation, Ecuador

Ornithologists collaborate to reveal the secret lives of Black-headed Grosbeaks
In our first Impact Report for 2016 we reported on two MCF funded studies published by Point Blue Con-
servation Science that explored migratory connectivity in Golden-crowned Sparrows and Hermit Thrushes. 
Migratory connectivity is the degree to which individuals that breed in a given area migrate to the same 
wintering area. Until recently, it was hard to ask such questions, because banded birds were rarely captured 
outside of the regions in which they were originally banded.

Technological advances have radically changed our understanding of migratory connectivity, bringing to light 
questions we never even thought to ask a decade ago. The Golden-crowned Sparrow and Hermit Thrush stud-
ies used geolocator tags, which measure light and record date and time from which you can roughly estimate 
geographic locations. Larger birds can handle satellite tags, which provide tremendous detail and you don’t 
need to get the bird back. But songbirds are too small to handle such tags. Currently, one of the best options 
for songbirds are GPS tags. GPS (Global Positioning System) delivers outstanding precision, allowing scien-
tists to identify exactly where a bird went and then make conclusions about the habitats they select.

In 2014 the Institute for Bird Populations (IBP) deployed GPS tags on Black-headed Grosbeaks in Yosemite 
National Park, a species that breeds in the western US and winters mostly in Mexico. Unfortunately, only one 
tag was recovered the following year, but the data it contained were fascinating. The bird first traveled 1300 
km south where it spent about two months in Sonora, likely undergoing molt migration at this non-breeding 
site. It then traveled 1324 km further south, undergoing additional small movements within the non-breeding 

season that ultimately found the bird using broadleaf shade trees within a small town.

With a sample size of one, we wanted to learn more. In the summer of 2017 
MCF provided support to both IBP and Point Blue Conser-

vation Science to deploy GPS tags on more Black-head-
ed Grosbeaks. IBP put more tags on birds in Yosemi-

te, while Point Blue deployed tags on Grosbeaks in 
Pt. Reyes, California. Two breeding regions (coast 
and mountain) were selected because other recent 
studies in migratory connectivity have shown that 
this can make a big difference on migratory route 
and wintering distribution. For example, Point 

Blue showed that Swainson’s Thrushes that breed in 

http://pointblue.org/
http://pointblue.org/
https://www.birdpop.org/


Pt. Reyes do not winter in the same region as those that breed in the Sierra Nevada mountains.

Stay tuned for the 2018 Impact Report when we will reveal the exciting results of the secret winter habits and 
habitats of California’s Black-headed Grosbeaks! Photos: Diana Humple & Megan Elrod/Point Blue Conserva-
tion Science.

Twenty-five years of leadership in forest conservation
As the Pacific Forest Trust (PFT) approaches its 25th anniversary, there is much to celebrate. This visionary 
group of forest scientists, conservationists, and policy experts has been literally creating the model for work-
ing-forest conservation easements while simultaneously bringing a diverse group of stakeholders together to 
improve our understanding of how forest management affects our economy, our climate, and our water supply.

In 2017 PFT had several notable achievements. These include:

•	 A groundbreaking publication on the health of California’s key source watershed infrastructure. The re-
port included specific recommendations for ways to improve the health and function of the Feather, Pit, 
McCloud, Upper Sacramento, and Upper Trinity River watersheds.

•	 Leader in the effort to direct $20 million of California’s cap-and-trade revenue to the Wildlife Conserva-
tion Board for natural resource adaptation investments. This is part of a larger $300 million package that 
will help fund fuel reduction projects including prescribed burning, wetland and watershed restoration, 
and urban forest stewardship.

•	 Secured a $4,072,000 California Climate Investment grant from CAL FIRE which is a major step to-
wards the creation of a working-forest conservation easement on Michigan-California’s iconic 5,000-
acre Black Butte property near Mt. Shasta. Once completed, PFT will work with the owner to help 
restore and sustain a more fire-resilient 
forest that supports the local economy 
while protecting wildlife habitat and 
sequestering carbon.

•	 Completed the 1,771 acre Mountcrest 
Forest conservation easement near Ash-
land, Oregon. Owned and managed by 
the Parsons family for nearly 100 years, 
this property sits on the Siskiyou Pass, 
hosts part of the Pacific Crest Trail, 
and is located within the highly diverse 
Klamath-Siskiyou Ecoregion. The land 
will remain in the Parsons family, who 
will manage it as a working-forest. 
Completing this project follows on an 
exciting move to expand PFT’s work in 
Oregon in general

March Conservation Fund is proud to support 
PFT it their vision to protect and restore forests 
and the communities that depend on them. In 
2017 we gave a targeted grant that helped PFT 
hire a new Director of Finance and Administra-
tion. This key position is helping the organiza-
tion build out its programs while maintaining 
the highest standard of financial accountability 
and personnel development. Photo: Forest and 
meadow on a private property that is under 
easement with PFT near Mt. Shasta (Ivan Sam-
uels).

https://www.pacificforest.org/


View of an unbroken rainforest canopy from the top of the Danta Pyramid, tallest pyramid in the New World (Ivan Samuels)

Pre-classic Maya and the last great rainforests of Central America
In the Petén Department of northern Guatemala lies the last great tropical wilderness in northern Central 
America. Extending into Mexico on the north end, the Mirador Basin is still largely intact, but not all is well. 
This region is under threat on all sides, and only the topography of the basin has saved it to date. Illegal log-
ging, burning of forest for cattle ranching, poaching, narco-trafficking, wildlife trafficking, and widespread 
corruption pose a multitude of barriers to achieving long-term success. But loss of the forests here would 
be bad for more than just wildlife. Mirador is home to the most significant pre-classic Mayan ruins known. 
It holds the largest and tallest pyramids in the Americas, and the largest ancient cities in the Western Hemi-
sphere. Unfortunately, looting of artifacts can be added to the list of threats.

This year, MCF gave a grant to Global Conservation, who’s sole mission is the direct funding of park protec-
tion systems for saving our most important and endangered world heritage and national parks in developing 
countries. Global Conservation will in turn use those funds to support a diverse group of governmental and 
non-governmental organizations that collectively make up the Mirador Park Authority. These include FUN-
DAECO (Foundation for Ecodevelopment and Conservation; see LARSI, this report), CECON (Center for 
Conservationist Studies), and CONAP (The Council of National Protected Areas of Guatemala). In addition, 
donations to Global Conservation for Mirador are currently being matched 1:1 by Rainforest Trust (see Joco-
toco, this report). Ultimately these funds pay for SMART Patrols and ranger equipment, and the Mirador Park 
Authority collaborates with the police and/or army to make arrests. Prior to this, the park had no real protec-
tion whatsoever!

Ultimately, all of the above just buys time. The Guatemala government must establish a park entry fee and a 
more practical way to visit the ruins; currently a three-day hike or 30 min helicopter ride as the park is road-
less. They need to increase revenue that can pay for patrols in perpetuity, using near-by Tikal National Park as 
a financial model. As a world-famous archaeological treasure and intact tropical wilderness, Mirador deserves 
better, but the clock is ticking.

Left: Illegal clearing of 
forest for cattle ranches 
is quickly encroaching on 
the Mirador Basin (Ivan 
Samuels)

Right: 2300 year-old 
pre-classic Mayan art that 
lines the rim of an ancient 

bathing pool at Mirador 
(Ivan Samuels)

http://globalconservation.org/
https://www.rainforesttrust.org/


Big push for environmental education in the San Francisco Bay Area
It’s not surprising that students taking part in environmental education programs gain knowledge about the 
environment. But educators now realize that the benefits extend beyond the environment, helping students 
excel across multiple disciplines while improving emotional and social skills and motivating kids to apply 
critical thinking to other challenges presented in the classroom.

With this in mind, the Robert and Kathryn Riddell Fund teamed up with The San Francisco Foundation in 
2016 to create the Youth Access to Nature Fund. The fund provides hundreds of children in the Bay Area with 
the opportunity to engage in environmental education programs, explore natural 
areas across the region, and become future stewards of our natural heritage. The 
transformative power of nature is now accessible to many children from low-in-
come communities where families and schools often lack the resources to make 
this type of education a priority. In 2017, the fund provided $782,500 in grants 
to 26 organizations invested in urban farming, wilderness leadership training, 
wildlife study, hands-on land stewardship, and environmental literacy and justice. 
Following on the leadership started by the Riddell Fund, other donors are now 
contributing to the Youth Access to Nature Fund, and at the end of 2017 March 
Conservation Fund stepped up to support the fund for 2018 grants.

In addition to the above, MCF increased support for two Bay Area based non-profits that have demonstrated 
exception leadership and vision in recent years, Outdoor Afro and Latino Outdoors. By coincidence, these 
two groups were also funded through the Youth Access to Nature Fund in 2017. Outdoor Afro and Latino 
Outdoors provide opportunities for African Americans and Latinos respectively to connect as a community in 
nature. In contrast to most environmental education programs, participants span all ages, allowing whole fam-
ilies to find inspiration, peace, and place in nature. And while Bay Area based, these two groups have built 
dedicated networks of volunteer trip leaders throughout the country. 

Reserve network of the Jocotoco Foundation continues to grow, with key acquisitions at 
two sites in Ecuador

Mega-diverse Ecuador is a true hot-spot for tropical biodiversity, and has thus been a top destination for both 
nature-lovers and those trying to protect nature. Unfortunately, the country has witnessed high rates of defor-
estation, with many regions now highly fragmented. The Jocotoco Foundation was established in 1998 with 
the goal of protecting key habitats for threatened endemic and/or range-restricted bird species that are not 
well protected by the country’s national park system. These reserves also protect numerous threatened plant 
and animal species. Last year, MCF supported land purchase at the Buenaventura and Narupa Reserves; see 
2016 Impact Report.

This year, working with matching support from our US-based partner Rainforest Trust, we again supported 
Jocotoco with land purchase at the Tapichalaca Reserve and the Canandé Reserve. Tapichalaca was the first 
reserve to be created by the Jocotoco Foundation, as this is the site of discovery of the Jocotoco Antpitta itself 
in 1997, which was the inspiration for starting the organization. Bordered by Podocarpus and Yacuri National 
Parks, Tapichalaca forms a key wildlife corridor and buffer against the expanding cattle frontier to the south. 
With abundant year-round rainfall, this steep cloud-forest reserve is home to numerous globally threatened 
species in addition to the Jocotoco Antpitta, and also has high conservation value for plants, especially or-
chids. 

Left: The Jocotoco Antpitta is found 
almost exclusively at the Tapichalaca 
Reserve (Maribel Guevara)

Right: Cloud forest habitat at 
Tapichalaca (Ivan Samuels)

http://sff.org/
http://sff.org/youth-access-to-nature-fund/
http://outdoorafro.com/
http://latinooutdoors.org/
http://www.fjocotoco.org/home.html
https://www.rainforesttrust.org/


The Canandé Reserve in NW Ecuador is radically different from Tapichalaca. Established in 2000, Canandé 
protects lowland rainforest of the Chocó ecoregion. These high-diversity forests are also very high in en-
demism, with one of the highest numbers of range-restricted species in the world. In addition to numerous 
globally threatened bird species, the reserve is home to over 100 species of mammals and 110 species of 
amphibians. Only 35 years ago this region was heavily forested. Since then, deforestation has reduced most of 
the region to fragments of forest, with palm oil plantations currently being the greatest threat to the remaining 
lowland Chocó forests in Ecuador. Jocotoco is working hard to increase the size of Canandé, and is collab-
orating with other NGOs in the area to realize a larger vision of jointly protected areas that will collectively 
support viable populations of rainforest species.

Avove left: Chocó rainforest at the Canandé Reserve in NW Ecuador. Above right: timber extraction, along with palm oil planta-
tions and cattle ranching are the primary drivers of deforestation around the reserve. The forests of this ecoregion provide habitat 
for numerous globally threatened animals, and 62 range-restricted species. Photos by Ivan Samuels

UC Santa Cruz alumni blazing new trails in field-based science education
The Bird School Project was founded in 2014 by two UC Santa Cruz Environmental Studies alumni who saw 
a need to cultivate awareness, knowledge, and love for nature, particularly among youth in urban areas. The 
project chose to engage students by visiting schools and taking kids outside on their own campus to discover 
local bird life firsthand. Birds were an ideal ice breaker for field-based education, because numerous species 
can be found in a short amount of time without leaving the 
school property, and the cost and time of transporting students 
to distant, wilder habitats is a barrier for many schools.

In their first year the Project visited 24 schools and taught bird 
identification, observation, and inquiry with over 1,700 students 
in their respective schoolyards, with a focus on underserved 
communities in the Monterey Bay region. The Project’s main 
program, a four-week life science unit, includes on-campus bird 
walks, close examination of museum specimens, and the use of 
a field journal to record their observations both creatively and 
systematically. 

Initially a fiscally sponsored project of the UCSC Ken Norris 
Center for Natural History (see 2016 Impact Report), the Bird 
School Project received its 501(c)3 status in October 2017. By then, the Project had an impressive track re-
cord on the ground, reaching 5,700 students by year four. This led to a game-changing grant from the David 
and Lucile Packard Foundation at the end of 2017, at which time March Conservation Fund also increased 
support to the Project. Going into 2018, they will expand their presence and impact by hiring additional staff, 
produce and publish a physical and digital curriculum available to teachers, implement an educator training 
program, and grow their network of individual donors to form a lasting network of supporters with the goal of 
long-term financial stability. Photo by Kevin Condon and Darrow Feldstein/Bird School Project.   

http://www.birdschoolproject.org/
https://norriscenter.ucsc.edu/
https://norriscenter.ucsc.edu/


Good news in 2017 for endangered and endemic island species
While islands make up only 5% of the earth’s land mass, they harbor 40% of animals currently at risk of ex-
tinction, and a depressing 80% of known extinctions since 1500. This is not to downplay the challenges facing 
species on the mainland, or for that matter in our oceans. But clearly the case has been made that conservation 
dollars spent restoring island ecosystems is money well-spent. For this reason, MCF increased support once 
again to Island Conservation (IC), whose mission is to prevent ex-
tinctions by removing invasive species from islands. 

And IC did not disappoint! In collaboration with numerous gov-
ernment and NGO partners, they were able to confirm a near 
record-breaking year of seven island eradications, which means 
those islands are now free of the invasive species that were driving 
native flora and fauna towards extinction. Of course, not all of the 
work happened in 2017. Each project involves an exhaustive multi-
year effort of scoping, planning, implementation, and post-eradica-
tion monitoring before a project can be called a success. This year 
that included 5 of 6 islands in the Acteon-Gambier Archipelagoes 
(French Polynesia), Desecheo Island (Puerto Rico; see 2016 Impact 
Report), and Cabritos Island (Dominican Republic). These efforts 
have doubled the effective habitat for the Polynesian Ground-dove and Tuamotu Sandpiper (French Poly-
nesia). On Cabritos, numbers of Ricord’s and Rhinoceros Iguanas are rebounding. Meanwhile, other inva-
sive-exotic species eradication efforts in Hawaii, French Polynesia, and the Republic of Palau were completed 
and time will tell if these too are now invasive species free islands. Photo: The Critically Endangered Polyne-
sian Ground-dove/Island Conservation.

Can waste from coffee processing be used to jump-start reforestation of abandoned 
tropical pasture?

Restoration of tropical forest on sites that were converted to pasture can be a challenge. Numerous factors 
may act as barriers to reforestation including aggressive grasses, lack of seed rain, seed and seedling pre-
dation, and altered microclimate. Even direct planting of tree seedlings, which is expensive, is not a trou-
ble-free solution with many projects suffering from high seedling mortality.

Passive reforestation, where pasture is allowed to reforest on its own without human intervention, is a 
cost-effective option in some systems. But restoration ecologists are constantly looking for ways to jump-
start the process and accelerate the pace of tropical reforestation. A perfect example was described by ecol-
ogist Dan Janzen, where in 1996 orange peel waste from a near-by commercial plantation was spread over 
pasture formerly occupied by dry tropical forest in NW Costa Rica. In 18 months this agricultural waste 
broke down into a deep black soil that smothered invasive grasses and provided an ideal substrate for forest 
regeneration.

Fast forward twenty years, researchers at the Las Cruces Biological Station (also in Costa Rica) owned and 
managed by the Organization for Tropical Studies (OTS), came up with a similar idea. Maybe agricultur-
al waste from the processing of coffee berries (seasonally available in large quantities and locally called 
“brosa”) could be spread over abandoned pasture to jump-start reforestation? With this in mind, MCF gave 
a grant to OTS to establish plots on pastured land that was recently added to the Las Cruces Reserve, also 
with help from MCF. A pilot plot was established in March, 15X15 meters in size and covered 0.5 meter 
deep with coffee waste. So far the results are mixed. The coffee waste helped smother pasture grasses where 
applied, but the plot was then invaded by grass coming in from the sides. At the same time, shrubs started 
growing in the experimental plot, but not in the adjacent control plot that lacked coffee waste. The research-
ers are now experimenting with larger plots than initially proposed. Time will tell if this is a viable method 
for jump-starting reforestation here. The coffee waste is free, but it must be delivered by truck, so access is 
another consideration. Photos next page show the pilot plot and the process of spreading the coffee waste 
(brosa)/Rebecca Cole and Zak Zahawi (OTS).

https://www.islandconservation.org/
https://tropicalstudies.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=220&Itemid=422
https://tropicalstudies.org/


 

New initiative will help increase demand for shade-grown coffee systems that support 
migratory birds

In the mid-1990s scientists started to recognize the ecological benefits of shade-grown coffee agroforestry 
systems. Coffee is traditionally grown as an understory crop, benefitting from at least partial shade of trees. 
Sometimes this incorporates part of the original forest canopy, but farmers also plant shade trees. Although 
not a substitute for intact native forests, shade-grown coffee supports a diversity of wildlife, and is heavily 
used by migratory birds that breed in North America and spend the winter months in Central and South Amer-
ica. These agroforestry systems also protect soils on steep slopes, sequester far more carbon than conventional 
crops, help catch and deliver rain to downstream users, and serve as excellent buffer-zone habitats next to 
protected areas.

Recognizing these multiple benefits, in 1996 the Smithsonian 
Migratory Bird Center (SMBC) created the Bird Friendly® certifi-
cation, which is now the gold standard for growing environmentally 
sustainable coffee. This comes at a time when many farmers have 
adopted “technified” coffee growing practices, planting sun-grown 
coffee varieties without tree shade. Currently 75% of farms grow 
coffee in complete sun or poor shade, and these farms have less 
biodiversity, suffer from more erosion, and usually depend on large 
amounts of pesticides and chemical fertilizers. With coffee now 
being grown in 13 of the world’s 25 biodiversity hotspots where 
70% of original forest cover has been lost, it’s more important than 
ever to support agriculture that is also compatible with conservation 
objectives.

Bird Friendly® can make the difference. This is the only certifica-
tion available that specifically evaluates the structure and diversi-
ty of shade on coffee farms. Farms must meet criteria for canopy 
height, foliage cover, and floristic and structural diversity. Further-
more, farms are inspected by agents that are simultaneously verify-
ing organic standards, so all Bird Friendly® coffee is also certified 
organic, providing additional benefits to wildlife and people.

Adoption of the certification by several major retailers has significantly improved sales over the last decade, 
with 1,263,343 lbs. sold in 2016 representing 2,187 growers. In 2017 MCF provided support to the SMBC 
to take that trend to the next level. They will engage consultants to brand the product, guide expanded sales 
efforts, and launch a consumer facing public relations and educational campaign all with the goal of doubling 
sales by 2020. What can you do? Look for the SMBC Bird Friendly® seal when buying coffee. If you don’t 
see it, ask your favorite store or roaster to carry it, and tell your community why it makes a difference. The 
global demand for coffee is set to increase 25% from 2015 to 2020. As a consumer, you have the power to 
influence that expansion by demanding organic shade-grown Smithsonian Bird Friendly® coffee.

https://nationalzoo.si.edu/migratory-birds
https://nationalzoo.si.edu/migratory-birds
https://nationalzoo.si.edu/migratory-birds/bird-friendly-farm-criteria
https://nationalzoo.si.edu/migratory-birds/bird-friendly-farm-criteria


 

A resurgent coal industry delivers new threats to the nature and culture of Appalachia
The federal government, despite economic reality, is intent on reviving America’s failing coal industry. While 
the industry blames environmental regulations for the steady decline of coal, the truth is that competition 
from natural gas and technological advances in the mechanization of coal mining are to blame. Nevertheless, 
broken promises to bring coal back have renewed the political and corporate push to destroy more mountains 
in Appalachia, which has already suffered culturally and ecologically from many decades of abuse.

Mountain top removal coal mining is perhaps the most destructive fossil fuel energy extraction practice in 
the United States. It literally involves blowing the top off of forest-covered mountains to get at thin seams of 
coal, and then dumping the dirt and rubble in near-by streams. Burning that coal releases huge amounts of 
carbon dioxide and mercury, while the waste from coal burning power plants sits in massive coal ash dumps 
that are prone to toxic leakage and are poorly regulated.

Appalachian Voices is a leading non-profit advocate for a just economy and healthy environment in the Ap-
palachian region, and a driving force in America’s shift from fossil fuels to renewable energy. They promote 
diverse local economies by helping them defend the land, air, and water of the region. Fighting mountain 
top removal coal mining, fracked gas pipelines and other harms to the people and places of Appalachia is 
balanced by advancing energy efficiency, solar/wind power, and other economic alternatives. With offices in 
North Carolina, Virginia, and Tennessee, they combine grassroots organizing, policy advocacy, and technical 
expertise to hold decision makers accountable, from state capitals to Washington D.C.

March Conservation Fund has been supporting Appalachian Voices for years, but we significantly increased 
our support this year due to the elevated threat from the coal industry and their political allies that have 
consistently fought to dismantle protections for the natural and human communities that live here. Since the 
1970s, the coal industry has blown up more than 500 of the oldest, most biologically rich mountains in Amer-
ica, and destroyed more than 2,000 miles of headwater streams. And it’s still happening!

Left: A mountaintop 
removal coal mine in 
West Virginia/Appala-
chian Voices

Right: Protesters at 
the People’s Climate 
March/Appalachian 

Voices

Tigers on Market Street
Actually, Market Street is probably the last place you would expect to find a tiger. As one of the busiest streets 
in San Francisco, it’s a better place to spot cars and buses. But the careful observer will find that an urban 
jungle like this can in fact support wildlife, at least smaller and less ferocious species like 
the Western Tiger Swallowtail butterfly. This species has lived somewhat precariously 
along Market Street since the 1980s, where they lay their eggs on the London Plane 
trees that line both sides of the street and take nectar from flowers in near-by 
parks. But big change is coming, as the city is developing its Better Market Street 
Plan to “create a sense of place, optimize mobility, and foster economic devel-
opment” along this busy urban corridor. The Tigers on Market Street project 
began in 2011 when the San Francisco based group Nature in the City learned 
that early Market Street plans included removing all the London Plane trees. A 

http://appvoices.org/
http://natureinthecity.org/


subsequent series of public talks, walks, and other awareness-raising activities helped the project take off, and they 
have now received commitments from the City of San Francisco that butterfly habitat will be incorporated into 
the new streetscape plans. With help from March Conservation Fund, Nature in the City will now produce designs 
for new habitat features such as green roof tops or gardens that will support the butterfly and other species. After 
final designs have been approved and sponsored by local businesses, they will continue to oversee construction 
and maintenance in cooperation with fabricators, contractors, and the city itself. Ultimately, these gardens in a sea 
of steel and concrete will also provide habitat for humanity, as our connection with nature plays a critical role in 
healthy urban life.   

MCF support for bird conservation grants extends into the Middle East
In our 2016 Impact Report we gave a summary of small grants that were distributed by three British bird clubs to 
nationals from countries in three major regions: Africa, Eastern Asia, and Latin America. Although modest in size, 
these grants have the power to transform the careers of conservation professionals that may not have access to 
funds for research, advocacy, or educational projects in their respective countries. With the help of the Tides Foun-
dation, we again provided grants this year to these British charities, each of which has a committee that reviews 
proposals. The extent and depth of knowledge of these reviewers is key; MCF relies on their ornithological exper-
tise to select the best proposals to award.

In 2017 we added a fourth British charity to the list: The Ornithological Society of the Middle East, The Caucasus, 
and Central Asia. Formed in 1978, the society publishes ornithological data, collaborates with local conservation 
organizations, promotes bird watching in the region, and operates a conservation fund to provide small grants. It 
therefore functions in a similar manner as the other bird clubs we continue to support. 

By funding the conservation awards administered by these four organizations, MCF contributed $74,750 to 
support projects in 29 countries. In 2017, MCF helped fund or entirely funded the following proposals:

Ornithological Society of the Middle East

Rustam Muratov (Tajikistan) – Bar-headed Goose (Anser indicus) in the Pamirs

Salih Tora Benzeyen (Turkey) – Steppe Eagle (Aquila nipalensis) conservation network in Turkey

Aimee Kessler (Kazakhstan) – Identifying and planning for protection of Great Bustard (Otis tarda) breeding 
grounds in Kazakhstan

Oriental Bird Club

Adham Ashton-Butt (Malaysia) - Quantifying avian diversity and avian mediated pest control services in a forest/
oil palm agricultural matrix

Mohammad Naeem Awan (Pakistan) - Status and Ecology of Western Tragopan (Tragopan melanocephalous) in 
Qazi Nag Game Reserve, Kashmir Himalaya

Fransisca Noni Tirtanintyas (Indonesia) - Monitoring the threats to Christmas Island Frigatebirds (Fregata andrew-
si) in Jakarta Bay

Irfan Rosyadi (Indonesia) -  Initial conservation action of Javan Sparrow (Padda oryzivora) in  Gunung Sewu 
Geopark, Java Island

Dharmaraj Patil (India) - Status of the Critically Endangered Forest Owlet (Heteroglaux blewitti) in non-protected 
forests on the outskirts of Tansa Wildlife Sanctuary in Palghar district of Maharashtra

Karma Sherub (Bhutan) - Present status and nesting behavior of two sympatric Hornbill species in Zhemgang 
district

Karma Gyeltshen (Bhutan) - Population status and diet of sympatric Hornbills in Jomotshangkha Wildlife Sanctu-
ary

Otgonbayar Baatargal (Mongolia) - Steppe Eagle (Aquila nipalensis) breeding success and prey species abundance 
in eastern steppe

https://www.osme.org/
http://orientalbirdclub.org/


Karuna Budhathoki (Nepal) - Conservation education and community outreach for conservation of Cheer Pheasant 
(Catreus wallichii) in Barekot Important Bird Area (IBA) in Jajarkot District

Humayra Mahmud (Bangladesh) - Research and conservation of the Great Hornbill (Buceros bicornis) through 
community engagement in Sangu-Matamuhuri Forest

Ranjan Kumar Das (India) - Awareness for White-bellied Heron (Ardea insignis) reports among secondary schools 
and colleges from the outlying catchments of Arunachal Pradesh

Tom Gray (Cambodia) - Threatened shorebird surveys in the Koh Kapik Ramsar Site

African Bird Club

Mauritz de Bruin (South Africa) – Managing highland grasslands to protect and encourage population growth of 
the endemic and endangered Botha’s Lark (Spizocorys fringillaris)

Russom Teklay Tewelde (Eritrea) – Training workshop on ornithological monitoring techniques

Emma Stone (Malawi) – Vulture population assessment and density in Nyika National Park

Sama Zefania (Madagascar) – Conducting regular population monitoring of Madagascar Jacana (Actophilornis 
albinucha) populations at key sites during the rainy season

Nicolas Zuël (Mauritius) – Identification of nest predator management to protect Critically Endangered Mauritius 
Olive White-eyes (Zosterops chloronothos)

Petro Samwel (Tanzania) – Investigation of illegal owl egg trade in communities surrounding the Serengeti eco-
system

Evan Buechley (Djibouti) – Monitoring migratory soaring birds at a key global bottleneck: First full assessment at 
the Bab-el-Mandeb Strait linking Asia to Africa

Gilbert Micomyiza (Rwanda) – Assessment of distribution, population size and threats to Critically Endangered 
and Endangered vulture species in Kigali

Gary Allport (Mozambique) – Tracking of Steppe Whimbrels (Numenius phaeopus alboaxillaris) at Maputo Bay

Neotropical Bird Club

Vitek Jirinek (Brazil) – Does microclimate change explain observed declines of terrestrial insectivores?

Ramon Williams (Grenada) – Distribution, diversity, and abundance of Grenadian birds, including endemic and 
restricted-range species

Eliana Blanco Pérez (Venezuela) – Analysis of the historical and current geographic distribution of psittacines in 
Venezuela: Implications for conservation

Jeremy Flanagan (Peru) – Distribution and habitat of the Peruvian Plantcutter (Phytotoma raimondii) in the Pómac 
Forest Historical Sanctuary and other sites in Lambayeque Region

Christian Sevillano Rios (Peru) – Habitat loss, fragmentation, and matrix importance for the conservation of a 
Polylepis bird community

Fabricio Reales (Argentina) – Population restoration of the endangered Yellow Cardinal (Gubernatrix cristata) in 
Important Bird Area (IBA) Selva de Montiel de Entre Ríos

Ángela Caguazango (Colombia) – Natural history and ecology of the Sapphire-bellied Hummingbird (Lepidopyga 
lilliae): Generating baseline information to monitor and conserve a Critically Endangered hummingbird

Eliana Montenegro (Ecuador) – Reintroduction of the Great Green Macaw (Ara ambiguous guayaquilensis) in the 
Ayampe Reserve (A project of the Jocotoco Foundation)

Inés Fernández (Cuba) – Ecology and conservation of the Cuban Parakeet (Psittacara euops) in the Pico Cristal 
National Park 

https://www.africanbirdclub.org/
http://www.neotropicalbirdclub.org/


In 2017, March Conservation Fund also supported the following organizations working in 
biodiversity conservation, environmental education, or advocacy

•	 UC Santa Cruz Foundation

•	 Mendocino Land Trust

•	 Land Trust Alliance

•	 The Nature Conservancy (Kansas Chapter)

•	 Friends of Hakalau Forest National Wildlife Refuge

•	 Golden Gate National Parks Conservancy

•	 Forestry Challenge

•	 Climate Ride

•	 Golden Gate Audubon

•	 Bay Nature Institute

•	 Audubon California

•	 San Francisco Parks Alliance

•	 Cornell Lab of Ornithology

•	 Golden Gate Raptor Observatory

•	 Earthjustice

•	 Natural Resources Defense Council

•	 RARE

•	 Wildaid

White-capped Albatross (Ivan Samuels)

https://foundation.ucsc.edu/
https://www.mendocinolandtrust.org/
https://www.landtrustalliance.org/
https://www.nature.org/ourinitiatives/regions/northamerica/unitedstates/kansas/index.htm
http://www.friendsofhakalauforest.org/
http://www.parksconservancy.org/
http://forestrychallenge.org/
http://www.climateride.org/
https://goldengateaudubon.org/
https://baynature.org/
http://ca.audubon.org/
https://www.sfparksalliance.org/
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/page.aspx?pid=1478
http://www.parksconservancy.org/programs/ggro/
https://earthjustice.org/
https://www.nrdc.org/
https://www.rare.org/
https://wildaid.org/

